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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND 
COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 
OF  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Bates  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Public  Health  Service  for  the  year,  1951. 

There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of 
work  undertaken  by  the  Department  during  the  year.  This  was  made 
possible  by  the  appointment  of  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
who  took  up  his  duties  on  1st  January,  1951. 

Special  efforts  have  been  made  to  raise  the  general  standard 
of  hygiene  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food.  It  is  difficult 
to  assess  the  results  of  this  work,  but  it  is  believed  that  a real  improve- 
ment has  been  achieved. 

The  survey  conducted  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of 
the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  reported.  The 
excellent  response  of  the  public  to  the  visit  of  this  unit  is  regarded  as 
evidence  of  public  interest  in  health  matters. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1950  mention  was  made  of  the 
unsatisfactory  living  conditions  in  the  huts  at  Hardwick  Camp.  It 
is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  one  third  of  the  huts  at  this 
camp  have  been  demolished,  the  families  concerned  having  been 
rehoused  during  1951. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Eldred,  your  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  loyal  support  at  all  times  and  for  his  help 
in  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

Finally  I should  like  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the 
continued  co-operation  and  encouragement  of  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  COGGIN  BROWN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


ALL  FIGURES  IN  BRACKETS  which  follow  in  the  sequence 
of  this  report  relate  to  the  corresponding  figures  for  1950. 

Population. — Registrar  General’s  Estimate  for  1951  ....  20,200 

Census  April,  1951  ....  ....  ....  20,045 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  for  1950  20,000 

Rateable  Value  £129,058 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  rate  ....  £505 

Area  ....  ....  ....  3,623  Acres. 


Births. — There  was  a further  decline  in  the  birth  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  the  year  1951.  There  was  also  a decline  in  the  birth 
rate  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  The  figure  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  when 
corrected  for  comparability  was  slightly  below  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole.  The  number  of  stillbirths  decreased  from  8 to  2 
and  the  illegitimate  births  from  14  to  11. 


Live  Births.  Total.  Male.  Female 

Legitimate  ....  285  (301)  150  (162)  135  (139) 

Illegitimate  ....  10  (14)  7 (9)  3 (5) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ....  14.6  (15.7) 

,,  ,,  corrected  for  comparability  ....  15.3  (16.5) 

,,  ,,  per  1,000  of  Population  England  and 

Wales  15.5  (15.8) 


Stillbirths. — Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  ....  1 (8)  0 (2)  1 (6) 

Illegitimate  ....  1 (0)  1 (0)  0 (0) 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ....  .1  (.4) 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  .36  (.37) 


Total  (live  and  Still)  births  6.7  (24.7) 


Deaths. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1951.  In  this  Borough  there  was  a slight  increase  in 
both  the  crude  and  corrected  death  rates,  but  the  latter  remained 
appreciably  below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  No  death  occurred 
from  maternal  causes. 


Deaths.  Total  Male. 

233  (228)  102  (119) 


Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  Population  .... 

,,  ,,  corrected  for  comparability 

,,  , per  1,000  of  Population  England 

and  Wales 


Female 
131  (109) 

11.5  (11.4) 

10.7  (10.6) 


12.5  (11.6) 
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Infant  Mortality. — The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  increased  from  4 in  the  previous  year  to  13  in  the  year 
under  review.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  infant  mortality  rate 
will  show  considerable  variation  from  year  to  year  because  the  figure 
is  based  upon  a relatively  small  number  of  births. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 years  of  age: — - 

Total.  Male. 

Legitimate  ....  13  (4)  8 (4) 

Illegitimate  ....  0 (0)  0 (0) 


Female 
5 (0) 

0 (0) 


Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  44.1 

,,  ,,  ,,  England  and  Wales....  29.6 


(12.6) 

(28.9) 


Congenital  malformations  and  prematurity  were  factors 
connected  with  9 infant  deaths,  8 of  which  occurred  in  the  first 
month  of  life. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received,  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis, fell  from  332  in  the  previous  year  to  122  in  the  year  under 
review.  This  was  due  almost  entirely  to  a reduction  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Measles. 

Fewer  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  received,  but  there 
was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  and  two  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease. 

Two  cases  of  Malaria  were  reported,  these  infections  were 
believed  to  have  been  contracted  abroad. 

For  the  fourth  consecutive  year  no  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been 
notified  in  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
success  of  the  campaign  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  but  it 
does  not  mean  that  the  disease  has  vanished  for  ever.  It  cannot  be 
too  strongly  emphasised  that  the  continued  decline  in  the  incidence 
of  Diphtheria  throughout  the  country,  and  its  continued  absence  in 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  is  dependent  upon  the  maintenance  of  a high 
proportion  of  immunised  children  in  our  total  child  population. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  6 deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 
Twenty-one  new  cases  were  reported,  this  was  the  same  number  as 
occurred  in  the  previous  year. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 
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Dysentery  .... 
Food  Poisoning 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 


In  November  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  East  Anglian 
Regional  Hospital  Board  conducted  a survey  in  this  Borough. 

For  some  years  Mass  Radiography  Units  have  been  operating 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  but  this  was  the  first  visit  of  such  a 
unit  to  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 


These  units  are  designed  to  provide  facilities  for  chest  X-ray 
examination  of  very  large  numbers  of  people,  and  they  are  playing 
an  important  part  in  the  national  campaign  against  Tuberculosis. 


Periodic  chest  X-ray  examination  is  of  real  importance  to  the 
individual  and  to  the  community.  Early  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  not  only  offer  the  best  chance  of  complete  recovery 
but  also  greatly  reduce  the  danger  of  spreading  the  disease  to  others. 

Wide  publicity  was  given  to  the  presence  of  the  unit  at  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  and  in  this  connection  the  co-operation  of  the  Press 
was  most  valuable.  Whole  hearted  co-operation  was  received 
from  the  management  and  staff  of  the  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital 
where  the  unit  was  accommodated,  and  from  the  employers  of  labour 
who  willingly  allowed  their  employees  to  attend  during  working 
hours.  The  response  of  the  public  was  very  good  indeed,  6,871 
persons  attended. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  discovered  per  thousand  persons 
examined  was  lower  than  that  which  had  been  found  elsewhere  in  the 
East  Anglian  Region  up  to  December,  1951 . But  it  must  be  assumed 
that  amongst  those  persons  who  did  not  present  themselves  for 
examination  there  will  be  at  least  the  same  proportion  of  unsuspected 
active  cases.  It  is  our  duty  to  help  these  people  to  obtain  the  benefits 
of  treatment  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  will  undertake  a further,  and  even  more 
extensive,  survey  in  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and  that  a very  much  higher 
proportion  of  the  population  will  be  able  to  attend. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951 
IN  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 


Registrar  General's 
Figures. 


M. 

F. 

All  Causes  

102  (119) 

131  (109) 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 ( 

3) 

2 ( 

1) 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

1 ( 

-) 

1 ( 

1) 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 ( 

-) 

- ( 

-) 

4 

Diphtheria 

- ( 

-) 

- ( 

-) 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

2 ( 

-) 

- ( 

-) 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

- ( 

-) 

- ( 

-) 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

- ( 

-) 

1 ( 

1) 

8 

Measles 

- ( 

-) 

- ( 

-) 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- ( 

-) 

2 ( 

-) 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 ( 

4) 

2 ( 

1) 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7 ( 

1) 

1 ( 

-) 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- ( 

-) 

4 ( 

2) 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- ( 

-) 

4 ( 

1) 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  10  ( 14) 

11  ( 10) 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- ( 

2) 

- ( 

-) 

16 

Diabetes 

- ( 

2) 

1 ( 

2) 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

12  ( 20) 

21  ( 26) 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

11  ( 21) 

12  ( 12) 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

i ( 

2) 

*3  ( 

7) 

20 

Other  heart  disease  .... 

11  ( 19) 

21  ( 20} 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

- ( 

3) 

4 ( 

4) 

22 

Influenza 

i ( 

1) 

11 

/ 

4 ( 

-) 

23 

Pneumonia 

5 ( 

5 ( 

8) 

24 

Bronchitis 

5 ( 

3) 

7 ( 

2) 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 ( 

-) 

2 ( 

-) 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

1 ( 

1) 

1 ( 

-) 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- ( 

-) 

- ( 

2) 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 ( 

3) 

3 ( 

-) 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 ( 

2) 

- ( 

-) 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- ( 

-) 

- ( 

1) 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

- ( 

3) 

1 ( 

1) 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13  ( 11) 

16  ( 

7) 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 ( 

1) 

- ( 

— ) 

34 

All  other  accidents  .... 

- ( 

-) 

2 ( 

-) 

35 

Suicide 

4 ( 

2) 

- ( 

-) 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- ( 

-) 

- ( 

} 

} 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Sewage. — The  unsatisfactory  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of 
sewage  from  this  Borough  were  mentioned  in  some  detail  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1950.  Although  the  plans  for  a modern  sewage 
works  have  been  received,  the  approval  of  other  interested  parties 
is  awaited  and  this  very  urgent  work  has  not  yet  started. 

Swimming  Bath. — The  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and 
quality  of  the  swimming  bath  water,  which  resulted  from  the  install- 
ation of  a filtration  and  chlorination  plant,  is  recorded  below  in  the 
report  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer,  but  it  should 
be  noted  that  there  is  still  room  for  further  improvement. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Water 
Engineer  : 

Water — General. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year, 
and  an  adequate  supply  maintained. 

The  usual  fortnightly  samples  of  water  drawn  from  the  wells 
have  maintained  a very  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity,  and 
chemical  analyses  have  also  proved  satisfactory. 

Each  week  four  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  from  the 
distribution  system,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
Ipswich. 

A heavy  programme  of  mains  work,  and  replacement  of  faulty 
valves  has  been  carried  out,  and  despite  this  there  has  been  no  serious 
falling  off  in  quality,  and  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Ipswich,  has  resulted  in  a constant  vigilance  over  the 
purity  of  the  water  during  this  period. 
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Waterworks  improvement  Scheme — Main  Laying. 

During  the  year  further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Water- 
works Improvement  Scheme,  and  the  main  laying  programme  has 
been  completed,  resulting  in  a total  of  4J  miles  of  new  distribution 
and  pumping  mains  having  diameters  of  from  5"  to  12".  Other 
small  lengths  have  been  renewed  in  the  town  centre. 

Water  Tower. 

During  the  year  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  the  100,000  gallon  reinforced  concrete  Water  Tower, 
and  almost  all  the  reinforced  concrete  work  has  been  completed. 

A certain  amount  of  pipe  runs  have  also  been  fixed,  and  the 
pumping  plant  has  been  erected  in  the  pump  house  at  the  foot  of 
the  Tower.  ^ 

* 

Pumping  Station — King’s  Road  Ground. 

Additional  work  is  in  hand  on  this  building.  A new  65  h.p. 
Vertical  Spindle  Pump  has  been  installed,  and  constructional  work 
has  been  carried  out  on  the  workshops,  fitter’s  shops,  and  chlorin- 
ation room. 

Refuse  Collection  System. 

Refuse  collection  in  the  town  has  proceeded  throughout  the  year, 
and  an  additional  8 cubic  yard  Shelvoke  & Drewry  Refuse  Freighter 
was  purchased  and  put  into  commission. 

The  Council  have  three  modem  type  refuse  collection  vehicles, 
and  all  collection  is  now  carried  out  by  mechanical  means. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Due  to  the  increasing  population  the  problem  of  refuse  disposal 
is  becoming  more  acute,  and  the  refuse  destructor  is  overtaxed. 
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Tipping  has  been  carried  out  at  The  Haberden,  and  at  St. 
Andrew's  Meadows,  where  a new  Depot  is  in  process  of  being  formed. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  coming  year  a considerable  amount  of  the 
clinker  tipped  on  the  Haberden  will  be  covered  with  soil,  and  the 
land  seeded  for  conversion  into  playing  pitches  for  organised  games. 

Swimming  Bath. 

During  the  1951  swimming  season  the  filtration  plant,  bought 
from  the  Cheltenham  Corporation,  was  installed  at  the  bath,  a letter 
box  cascade  aerator  constructed  at  the  western  end  and  the  walls 
and  floor  of  the  bath  painted  with  Inertol  enamel. 

Although  the  plant  is  not  quite  big  enough  to  cleanse  the  bath 
up  to  modern  standards,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  cleanliness  and 
quality  of  the  water  has  been  immensely  improved  by  the 
introduction  of  this  filtration  system,  and  bathers  have  expressed 
their  appreciation. 

Certain  minor  alterations  were  also  carried  out  to  the  steps  at  the 
shallow  end,  in  order  to  improve  conditions  for  racing. 


Sewerage. 

150  yards  of  6"  soil  sewer  have  been  laid  as  an  extension  to  the 
existing  sewer  in  Westley  Road. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
cleaning  and  dragging  of  main  sewers. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Two  slaughterhouses  have  remained  in  use  for  the  slaughter  of 
animals  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and  the  surrounding  districts. 

The  total  number  of  animals  examined  was  8,495  as  compared 
with  7,357  in  the  previous  year. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


31 


co 

tuo 

• rH 

PP 


Oh  A 

Tp  "P 

B P P 


CO 

CD 

> 


aj 

O 


CO 

£ 

O 

O 


'Of) 

05  • rH 
p Tp 

P>  rH 

P 3 

0^0 

CD 


CO 

£ 

O 


CO 


CO 

IC 

05 

CM 


CD 

CO 


CO 

05 

CO 


CO 

LO 

00 


£ 

o 

^H 

rP 


TO 

CD 

• rH 

P 

CD 

rO 

P 

rH 

p 

£ 


CO 


CO 

lo 

05 

CM 


05 

[> 

CO 


CO 

05 

CO 


CO 

LO 

oo 


Tp 

CD 

+-> 

CD 

CD 

Oh 

CO 

p 


p 

CD 

rQ 


p 

£ 


H* 


CO 

CM 


CO 


CO 


-F 


co 

HH 

(/)  : 

o 

H 

D 

O 

PP 

w 

p -d 

P CD 


H CD 
Ph  op 
W p 
O O 
X o 

w „ 

co 

CO  £ 
W aj 
CO  CD 

"P  H 
W $ 
co  o 

i — i 

G 

P p> 


CN 

05 


CO 

o 


00 


t> 

05 


CM 

CO 

~v 


\p 

CO 

of 


CO 


CN 

~r 


CO 

•X 


\0 

o'' 

E> 

E> 

CN 


LO 

CM 


“d 

CD 


CO 

aj 


P 

aj 

bO 

i-H 

o 

p 

o 

■+-> 

p 

aj 

Ph 

CD 


co 


P 

O 

co 

-P  ^ 

o P 


CD 

4— I T3 

O p 


CD  CO 
05  O 

H— I i i 

*c3  3 

PP5 

CD  P 
CD  "P 

Ph  rH 

CO  P 
Cl  Co 


p 

CD  P 
Jp  O) 

P o 


CD 

DP 


CD 

CO 

aj 

D 

co 

• rH 

03 


CO 

CD 

CO 

aj 

CD 

P 

aj 

O 


O 

CD 


CD  DP 

5f.P3 

TO  > 

-P  r- 

P 

CD 

CD 

P 

CD 

Pm 


to 


>- 

p 

£ 

° TP 

CO  CD 

£ £ 
3 s 

P CD 

D Tp 
O p 
fP  o 

W CD 


CO 

05 

CO 


M 
P 

H aj 
CD 
P 
aj 
CD 

CD 

"o 

X3 


05 

01 


P? 

o'' 

r> 

r- H 

c4 


co 

r> 


05 

X 


co 

aj 


P . 
aj  ; 
b X)  • 
p 
O 

P 

o 

-4-> 

p : 

aj  ; 

Oh 

CD 

B 

O 

co 

DP  ’’3 
P3  CD 
‘P  P 
Dp  P 

> P 

> 05 

ph  Tp 

O p 


CO 

CD 

CO 

aj 

CD 

P 

aj 

O 


O 

CD 


\P 

o'- 

X 

CM 


VO 

fp 


\? 

O' 

CO 

LO 


o> 

CD 

-+-> 

CD 

CD 

P 

P 

aj 

TP 

CD 

p 

CD 

CD 

Oh 

CO 

P 

• rH 

P 

CD 

DP  CO 

P "co 
PrS 
p p 

CD  p 
rP  CD 
p>  dP 
PH  P 

o -+-» 

CD  rP 

Sf.tJ 

P s 

p 

05 

CD 

P 

05 

Pm 


CO 

p 

05 

d=: 


05 

T— ( 

Tp 

p 

aj 

co 

£ 

O 

CD 

CD 


cd 

CD 


CM 

P 


P 

O 

p 

co 

aj 

£ 

co 

• r— I 
> 
o 

PQ 

CO 

p 

CD 

P 

05 

CD 

♦ rH 
p> 

co 

Po 

O 


12 


Unsound  Food. — Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  diverted  to  other  purposes  or  destroyed  were  : 

Meat  and  Offals  ....  ....  25  tons  6 cwts.  3 qrs. 

Miscellaneous  Articles  1 ton  13  cwts.  3 qrs. 

In  addition  1820  tins  of  meat,  fish,  milk,  vegetables,  etc.,  were 
destroyed  and  943  certificates  of  condemnation  issued. 


Milk. — A new  dairy  incorporating  a modern  pasteurisation 
plant  was  opened  in  1951.  This  has  resulted  in  a considerable  in- 
crease in  the  proportion  of  pasteurised  milk,  and  a decrease  in  the 
the  proportion  of  “raw”  milk,  which  is  delivered  to  consumers  in  this 
town.  Efficient  pasteurisation  kills  harmful  bacteria  which  may 
be  present  in  milk. 


The  inspection  of  dairies  has  been  maintained.  Four  licences 
to  bottle  T.T.  milk  and  8 dealers  licences  to  sell  T.T.  milk  were  issued. 


Clean  Food. — During  the  year  under  review  special  efforts 
were  made  to  improve  the  general  standards  of  food  hygiene. 


New  byelaws  were  brought  into  operation  in  November,  1950. 
They  were  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
for  securing  the  observance  of  “Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Conditions 
and  Practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Deliver}7  of  Food  and  the  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air.” 


It  was  necessary  to  stimulate  interest  in  hygiene  and  to  obtain 
the  co-operation  of  food  traders.  It  is  believed  that  this  has  been 
achieved  in  many  cases  by  personal  contact  between  members  of 
this  department  and  the  traders  concerned. 


The  attention  of  the  managers  of  all  hotels,  restaurants  and 
catering  establishments  was  drawn  to  the  new  byelaws  and  notes  on 
simple  rules  of  hygiene  were  circulated.  Almost  all  the  traders 
concerned  have  been  most  co-operative.  The  voluntary  display, 
at  so  many  premises  ,of  the  notice  requesting  customers  not  to  bring 
dogs  into  food  shops  is  an  example  of  the  degree  of  co-operation 
which  has  been  obtained. 
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On  only  one  occasion  during  the  year  was  it  found  necessary  to 
institute  legal  proceedings  for  an  offence  under  the  new  “Clean 
Food  ” byelaws.  Ihis  case,  which  resulted  in  a fine  being  imposed 
upon  the  food  handler,  was  of  particular  interest  because  it 
emphasised  that  not  only  the  proprietors,  but  also  the  food  handlers 
themselves,  may  be  held  responsible  in  law  for  their  actions. 

Food  Poisoning. — No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred 
during  the  year,  but  one  single  case  was  reported.  Detailed  in- 
vestigation of  this  case  failed  to  reveal  the  cause.  The  patient  made 
a complete  recovery. 

Public  Houses. — A survey  of  all  the  58  public  houses  and 
licensed  hotels  within  the  Borough  was  completed  in  1951.  At  a 
number  of  these  premises  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  noted  and 
the  managers  were  complimented  accordingly,  at  others  various 
defects  were  found,  the  commonest  of  which  were  as  follows  : 

Absence  of  constant  hot  water,  and  in  some  cases  of  cold 
water  supply,  in  the  bar. 

Absence  of  drainage  facilities  in  the  bar. 

Failure  to  use  suitable  detergents  and  sterilizing  agents 
when  washing  glasses. 

Defective  or  inadequate  sanitary  accommodation. 

The  conditions  discovered  were  reported  to  the  different  owners, 
who  have  been  active  in  their  efforts  to  improve  the  facilities  at  these 
premises.  Some  of  the  defects  were  remedied  during  the  last  months 
of  the  year  and,  it  is  hoped  that  most  of  the  remainder  will  be 
completed  in  1952. 

Unfortunately  it  is  necessary  to  record  that  a number  of  the 
defects  which  were  found  at  the  public  houses  in  this  Borough  had 
arisen  through  wilful  damage  by  the  customers  themselves.  In  some 
cases  all  practicable  steps  have  been  taken  to  reduce  this  trouble, 
but  its  elimination  must  depend  upon  the  development  of  a greater 
sense  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  public. 


Ice  Cream. — In  addition  to  the  performance  of  routine  inspect- 
ions at  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  39 
samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge  for 
examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 

This  test  enables  samples  of  ice  cream  to  be  classified  into  four 
separate  presumptive  grades  of  bacterial  cleanliness. 
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The  results  obtained  were  as  followers  : 


Provisional  Grade  I 
Provisional  Grade  II 
Provisional  Grade  III 
Provisional  Grade  IV 


14  samples 
10  samples 
9 samples 
6 samples 


Where  samples  were  reported  as  being  in  grades  III  or  IV 
the  methods  of  storage  or  manufacture  were  further  investigated  and 
in  several  cases  later  samples  showed  improvement.  The  majority 
of  the  samples  of  low  grading  were  produced  outside  the  Borough, 
and  where  necessary,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  appropriate 
Local  Authority. 


The  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  has  certain  limitations. 
The  cleanliness  of  the  product  should  not  be  judged  upon  the  result 
of  a single  sample,  but  repeated  testing  is  of  great  value  in  indicating 
the  need  for  further  investigation  into  the  manufacture  and  handling 
of  ice  cream. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  work  of  the  Department  in  administering  this  act,  has  been 
continued  throughout  the  year. 

Details  of  inspections  and  treatments  by  the  Council’s  operator 
are  as  follows  : 


Business  Premises 

— Inspections 

189 

Treatments  .... 

125 

Inspections 

873 

Private  Dwellings 

— Treatments  .... 

317 

In  addition  to  the  above  two  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  to  the  sewerage  system  of  the  town,  and  periodic  inspect- 
ions and  treatments  at  the  sewage  farm,  refuse  destructor  and  refuse 
tips.  A quarterly  inspection,  and  treatment  where  necessary,  is  also 
made  of  all  allotments  under  the  control  of  the  Council  and  several 
visits  and  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  Hardwick  Camp  Hut- 
ments. 

In  all  cases  the  methods  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  have  been 
followed  which,  in  the  case  of  every  treatment,  involves  at  least  six 
visits,  four  days  for  pre-baiting,  one  day  poisoning  and  the  sixth  for 
removing  any  unconsumed  poison  bait.  In  cases  of  heavy  infestat- 
ion, further  visits  for  post-baiting  are  made  to  ascertain  if  a complete 
clearance  has  been  effected. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1- — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(iiil  Other  Premises  in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  premises) 

62 

ill 

128 

115 

Total 

173 

243 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referi 
To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

-<Prl 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

9 

9 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

■ 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

2 

2 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

6 

5 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

3 

2 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

TOTAL 

23 

21 

1 

OUTWORK. 
(Sections  110  and  111). 


Nature  of  Work. 

Section  110. 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out- workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect) 

110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises. 

Notices 

served. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Wearing  apparel 

Making,  etc.  4 

HOUSING. 


Accommodation  provided  during  the  year,  19r>^  : 
Local  Authority. 


Completed  in  1951 


Under  construction  on 
31st  December,  1951. 


New  Houses 
Flats 

Maisonettes 


42 

48 

44 


64 

0 

16 


Private  Enterprise. 


Completed  in  1951. 
New  Houses  and  Bungalows  21 


Under  construction  on 
31st  Decemyfber,  1951 
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Hardwick  Camp. — The  acute  housing  shortage  made  it  necessary 
to  use  war-time  hutted  camps  as  temporary  housing  accommodation 
for  civilians  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  The  use  of  this  type  of 
accommodation  raises  many  public  health  problems.  Owing  to 
progressive  deterioration  of  the  structure  of  the  huts  extensive  re- 
pairs are  needed  with  increasing  frequency.  In  order  to  maintain 
adequate  standards  of  hygiene  the  communal  washing  and  sanitary 
arrangements  require  frequent  inspection  as  well  as  active  co-oper- 
ation from  the  occupants  of  the  camp.  At  their  best  these  huts 
provided  a separate  home  with  shelter  from  the  elements,  but  the 
amenities  available  have  always  been  far  below  desirable  modern 
standards. 

In  March,  1951  the  Borough  Council  reviewed  the  whole  question 
of  the  continued  use  as  living  accommodation  of  the  huts  at 
Hardwick  Camp.  The  Council  resolved  that  the  camp  be  gradually 
closed  by  dismantling  huts  as  the  tenants  were  rehoused  elsewhere. 
In  this  way  it  is  possible  to  demolish  those  huts  showing  most 
signs  of  deterioration. 

In  the  last  9 months  of  the  year  20  families  were  rehoused  from 
Hardwick  Camp  and  20  huts  were  demolished.  It  is  very  satisfactory 
to  be  able  to  report  that  one  third  of  this  camp  has  been  cleared  so 
quickly,  but  the  remaining  tenants  include  a number  who  have 
declared  that  they  are  unable  to  afford  the  rent  of  a new  house,  and 
it  is  feared  that  it  may  take  much  longer  to  find  accommodation  for 
this  group.  It  should  be  possible  to  rehouse  some  of  these  families 
as  vacancies  occur  in  the  Council’s  pre-war  houses  which  let  at  lower 
rentals,  but  such  vacancies  occur  infrequently  and  already  there  is 
a great  demand  for  them.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  still 
a real  need  for  new  houses  which  can  be  let  at  lower  rents. 

Sub-standard  Houses. — Houses  exist  in  several  parts  of  the 
Borough,  which  by  reason  of  obsolete  design,  deterioration  and  lack 
of  the  necessary  amenities,  fall  far  short  of  modern  requirements. 
The  time  is  approaching  when  serious  consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  systematic  closure  or  demolition  of  this  type  of  property. 


